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United States of America is incredibly lucky
to have brave men and women volunteer in
the face of danger to serve our country. And
I cannot thank you enough for honoring
those wounded warriors, those marines, and
for lifting their spirits and for thanking them
for their sacrifice and their service.

I appreciate your talent. These are great
athletes, but they've also got big hearts. I
congratulate the coaches. I congratulate the
family members, the wives, girlfriends who
put up with the long, long time away from
home. It's got to be tough to be a spouse
supporting somebody you love in profes-
sional sports, and I want to thank your fami-
lies for supporting you in this.

I do want to thank all those who make the
training room go. You know, a lot of times
championships are focused on the players,
but these players will be the first to tell you
there’s the locker room attendants, there’s
the laundry people, there’s the equipment
people who deserve just as much of this
championship as they do. And I want to con-
gratulate you and those of you who happened
to handle this aspect of—for the Anaheim
Ducks. Welcome to the White House.

I will remind you that you've achieved
something millions of kids dream about—
and a couple of oldtimers dream about too.
You set a great example for them, and I con-
gratulate you for your championship. And
you'll for always be remembered for the rest
of your lives as Stanley Cup champs.

Welcome to the White House, and God
bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:02 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gary B. Bettman, commissioner,
National Hockey League; and Chris Pronger and
Sean O’Donnell, defensemen, and Todd
Marchant, forward, Anaheim Ducks.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency Relating to
Cuba and of the Emergency
Authority Relating to the Regulation
of the Anchorage and Movement of
Vessels

February 6, 2008

On March 1, 1996, by Proclamation 6867,
a national emergency was declared to address
the disturbance or threatened disturbance of
international relations caused by the Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, destruction by the Cuban
government of two unarmed U.S.-registered
civilian aircraft in international airspace
north of Cuba. In July 1996 and on subse-
quent occasions, the Cuban government stat-
ed its intent to forcefully defend its sov-
ereignty against any U.S.-registered vessels
or aircraft that might enter Cuban territorial
waters or airspace while involved in a flotilla
or peaceful protest. Since these events, the
Cuban government has not demonstrated
that it will refrain from the future use of reck-
less and excessive force against U.S. vessels
or aircraft that may engage in memorial ac-
tivities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. On
February 26, 2004, by Proclamation 7757,
the scope of the national emergency was ex-
panded in order to deny monetary and mate-
rial support to the repressive Cuban govern-
ment, which had taken a series of steps to
destabilize relations with the United States,
including threatening to abrogate the Migra-
tion Accords with the United States and to
close the United States Interests Section.
Further, Cuba’s most senior officials repeat-
edly asserted that the United States intended
to invade Cuba, despite explicit denials from
the U.S. Secretaries of State and Defense
that such action is planned. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to Cuba and the emergency authority
relating to the regulation of the anchorage
and movement of vessels set out in Proclama-
tion 6867 as amended and expanded by Proc-
lamation 7757.
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This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 6, 2008.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:19 a.m., February 6, 2008]

NotE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on February 7, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on February 7.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency Relating to Cuba and of
the Emergency Authority Relating to
the Regulation of the Anchorage and
Movement of Vessels

February 6, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, which states that the
national emergency declared with respect to
the Government of Cuba’s destruction of two
unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in
international airspace north of Cuba on Feb-
ruary 24, 1996, as amended and expanded
on February 26, 2004, is to continue in effect
beyond March 1, 2008.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 6, 2008.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 7.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the International Convention
Against Doping in Sport

February 6, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the International Convention
Against Doping in Sport, adopted by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization on October 19, 2005.

The United States supported the develop-
ment of the Convention as a means to ensure
equitable and effective application and pro-
motion of anti-doping controls in inter-
national competition. The Convention will
help to advance international cooperation on
and promotion of international doping con-
trol efforts, and will help to protect the integ-
rity and spirit of sport by supporting efforts
to ensure a fair and doping-free environment
for athletes.

The International Olympic Movement has
been supportive of the promotion and adop-
tion of this Convention by the international
community. Ratification by the United States
will demonstrate the United States’ long-
standing commitment to the development of
international anti-doping controls and its
commitment to apply and facilitate the appli-
cation of appropriate anti-doping controls
during international competitions held in the
United States. Ratification will also ensure
that the United States will continue to re-
main eligible to host international competi-
tions. The Convention does not cover U.S.
sports leagues.

I recommend that the Senate give prompt
and favorable consideration to the Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation.

George W. Bush
The White House,
February 6, 2008.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 7.



